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2010 Aplomado Falcon Hacking Season Ends Successfully
Turner Endangered Species Reports Important Success for Long-term Restoration Effort
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BOZEMAN, Mont., -- Today the Turner Endangered Species Fund (TESF) reports the successful release of 12 endangered aplomado falcons (Falco femoralis ) to the Armendaris Ranch in New Mexico.  TESF is working collaboratively with the Peregrine Fund, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and the White Sands Missile Range on this important endangered species conservation project.  Success is defined as falcons surviving for 21 days after release.  
Aplomado falcons have a dark brown to gray back, buffy white breast with no speckling in adults (speckled orange in juveniles), dark band across the abdomen, light eye stripe, long barred tail, and orange legs.  They are associated with Chihuahuan grassland habitats and their historical range includes southern New Mexico, southeastern Arizona, and Trans-Pecos and southern Texas.  
The aplomado falcon began to decline in the 1890s, largely due to habitat loss and pesticide use.  By the 1950s the species was more or less eradicated north of the Mexican border.  It was listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act in 1986.  

The falcons were born and raised in captivity by the Peregrine Fund at the World Center for Birds of Prey in Boise, Idaho.  They were transported to the release site at the Armendaris at about 35 days of age.  Once there they were placed into “hack” boxes to become acclimated to their new habitat before being released at around 40 days of age.  Since being released the falcons have been fed and observed by seasonal biologists (called “hack site attendants”) employed by the Peregrine Fund.  After the hack site attendants leave in mid-August, a wildlife biologist for TESF will continue supplemental feeding (through the end of the bird’s first winter), tracking, and monitoring the falcons on the Armendaris ranch and surrounding areas.  

The Peregrine Fund and TESF have made good progress releasing captive-born birds to restore a viable population of aplomado falcons to central New Mexico.  Since 2006 the Peregrine Fund has 92 falcons at the Armendaris Ranch.  

In 2007, a pair of yearling falcons released at the Armendaris the year before established a nest and fledged two chicks.  The fledging of these chicks by the yearling pair was unprecedented.  Before this event it was widely believed that only falcons two years of age or older could produce and successfully rear young.  

Through releases of captive-born birds by the Peregrine Fund, supplemental feeding through the bird’s first winter, and intensive monitoring, TESF aims to establish a viable population at the Armendaris ranch and environs that contributes to efforts to remove the species from the endangered species list.

The TESF is a non-profit, private operational charity dedicated to preserving nature by ensuring the persistence of imperiled species and their habitats with an emphasis on private land.  The Fund was formed by Ted Turner in June 1997.

The Armendaris Ranch contains 358,643 acres of desert scrub, and the Fra Cristobal Mountains, and Chihuahuan grasslands on which the TESF conducts the aplomado falcon project.  The ranch is located in south central New Mexico and is owned by Ted Turner.  The Armendaris Ranch is one of the few aplomado falcon reintroduction sites on private land in New Mexico.


Figure 1.  Aplomado falcons are raised at the World Center for Birds of Prey in Boise, Idaho and are placed in hack boxes at their release sites when they are about 35 days of age. (Source: Lydia Moore, TESF)
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Figure 2. .  Aplomados do not build their own nests, but instead use abandoned raptor and raven nests.  In 2007 a pair of falcons that had been release on the Armendaris in 2006 fledged these two chicks from a nest established a power line pole.  The fledging of these chicks by a yearling pair was unprecedented in aplomado falcon recovery.  

(Source: Steve Larese)


Figure 3. TESF works in close partnership with The Peregrine Fund, which has released 80 aplomado falcons on the Armendaris Ranch between since 2006.    Here are ten falcons from the 2008 release.  (Source: Daniel Kovar)  
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Figure 4. Adult aplomado falcons have a buffy white breast that lacks speckling, a dark band across the chest, a long banded tail, and orange legs. (Source: Paul Juergens, The Peregrine Fund)
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Figure 4. Adult aplomado falcons have a buffy white breast that lacks speckling, a dark band across the chest, a long banded tail, and orange legs. (Source: Paul Juergens, The Peregrine Fund)



Figure 5. Falcons are associated with Chihuahuan grassland habitats at the Armendaris Ranch.   (Source: Lydia Moore, TESF, from 2008 releases)
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Figure 5. Falcons are associated with Chihuahuan grassland habitats.    

(Source: Lily Sweikert, TESF) 
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Figure 6.  Falcons are released from their hack boxes around 40 days of age and are fed quail on the hack towers. (Source: Lydia Moore, TESF) 

