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As recently as 150 years ago, the gray wolf
(Canis lupus) lived throughout most of the
conterminous United States, except for the
Gulf Coast region east of Texas, where the
red wolf (Canis rufus) occurred (Young and
Goldman 1944; Nowak 1983) (Agure 2.1).
This wide distribution is especially note-
worthy because conflict with agrarian inter-
ests resulted in government-supported wolf
eradication campaigns as early as 1630, in

the Massachusetts Bay Colony (Young and-

Goldman 1944; Mclntyre 1995). Over the
next three centuries, eradication campaigns
were extended throughout the conterminous
United States, resulting in the near exter-
mination of both species there. In recent
decades, there has been considerable effort
to recover the red and gray wolf, Wolves are
now more widely distributed than at any
time since probably the 1920s. This chap-
ter summarizes extermination and recovery
efforts for wolf species in the conterminous
United States.

EXTERMINATION OF THE RED
WOLF AND GRAY WOLF

Historically, wolves were the most widely
distributed large mammals in North Amer-

a (figure 2.1). The species was likely rep-
resented by several hundred thousand indi-
viduals that occurred wherever large ungu-
lates were found. Tolerant of environmental
extremes, wolves inhabited areas from ladi-
tude 15 north in central Mexico to the Arc-
tic (Hall 1981; Nowak 1995).

For about 13,000 years, the first peoples
arriving on the North American continent
lived with wolves as part of the landscape.
Wolves were hunted, bur Native Americans
also imitated the wolf’s style of hunting and
viewed the species as a role model (Lopez
1978). The relationship between people in
North America and wolves changed dras-
tically when Europeans arrived 500 years
ago with their culture, customs, and reli-
gion (Lopez 1978; Meclntyre 1995). They
came with attitudes about nature that were
largely negative, dominating, and utilitar-
ian (Kellert 1993). Thus, to understand the
wolf’s extermination in North America,
it is impertént to understand the Buro-
pean history of attitudes toward the species
{(MeclIntyre 1995; see also chap. 1).

Religion played an integral role in the rela-
tionship berween Europeans and wild places
and wild things. Medieval religion held that
wilderness was useless land inhabited by evil,
whereas agricultural landscapes were godly,
orderly, and subdued benearh human control
{Primack 1998). By the fifth century ap, the
Roman Catholic Church had adopted the
view that the wolf was a dangerous predartor,
a symbol of religious heresy, and “deceitful
and lascivious” (i.e., lustful) (Boitani 1995, 8).
‘This view persisted for more than a thousand
years and spawned the first version of “Lirtle
Red Riding Hood” in 1600. Boitani (1995,
8) writes, “This fable is a perfect example of
a culture detaching itself from the biological
reality of an animal in order to constracr an
image for its own use.”
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