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programs, policles, and plans, However, they seldom have
been put into practice by the fodiral goverament (b see
Chione ot al. Z003), Bome stowos recently have begus to
yecommend these aperoaches, and the World Wildlife
Fund peblished o conceptus] Gamewark for cumitlative
elfocts assessrnent (rwin ard Rodes 19923 This fraime-
work provides genensl zuidance for ideatifying mudtiple
ividing how effects may acoomulate, and
mesngs spatiatty and tomporaiy.

res asscssimont of Impacts oo blodiverity
is “pogaible to Both entcipate and evaluate” wuch
effects, Some agencics inorensingly use coologicoal impas
enent within the MEPA process o iy 10 connger foss.
of Biodivarsity (Fivseh 1903 Pritchand 1993).

Conclusions

Croodland and Drady (79053 tdentifiad the real test of
eeclogical impacl assessment; ensuiag that possibly 10
hitlion people could he decenty housed mnd fed withow
damaging the eavironment,  Snvironmental sustainabiiny
in the fuce of burgreaning human sundmrs constiutes the
althsiate goal, This desporate situation aadersoores the
importance of NEPA and simily faws in Sndividual saies
pndd other countries. Nataral capital iz the lnnting facbor
for population sustwnsbility. Actions that conid deplete
this capiial it be anticipaded and midgied

b

The Netionz! Envireamenta] Policy Act bas been the
most jmitated Bow in United States Biswory, sod s effec-
tivencss cobld form the basis for global sustalnabiity.
Lindetrom, ang Smith (2001 emphasteed the nesd for the
ervironmental assessiment process o build on the value
paradigm of NEPA and haononize buman actions with
peologsiosl processes, The National Favironmentad Policy
Aol provides 2 philosophical snd practical context for

: environinaitial {Lindsorom and Smith

$Y: the chatlerge for witdhife biologists is 1o bring sol-
enee o padicy dectsions and (0l the promise of NEPA as
evisiomsd by those who fashionod it

EIA CABE STUDY: ARUTIC ALASKA O,
DEVELOPMENT
e of the fargest coodopioal ansonsment effors ever
undortaken o terms of exponse and duration of sody

Facused o the wmpacts of o development 1n arctic Alaska
ivfakd L0923 W disaums this progeam bocause i it

irates
maney spent Lo study trpacts of wotaior develbpmant in a
simple eonsysiom obcuptad by few people. [t approaches
sugcesses, and shorcomings offer insight i the options
and Hmitetions o may be expected in other projects.
Most of the esearch ok place Targely outside the formad
M
ased i TSs, eavironmenia) assessmenty, snd otber N
AOrurnenis.
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Hiswrically Tow popudation densities of banang i ae-
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subssistance Bfrstyles of the palive peoplas had for geners-
tions affected populatiaons of Nshes, mammals, and birds
Chtmason 19781 Firopeans exened increasingly intensive
harvost prossuees beginging in the Jate 1800s (Brower
1942, Tn mddition, oif eaploration duriag the 20 yescs
prior 1o the 1968 strike bad conspicuously and exwensively
searrad the e sorface (MoKendrick 200G
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f/ Box 2. Eoviroomental Assesstent, Sheeo Bosin Bestorafion Froject.

rEMsrict of the Giln Mationad FPorest in New Mexdoo released an envizon-
o Basln Resiorion Froject. This project would “restore” the forest by (e
G e Sheep Basin srea o condilions Jens condueiva to high-intensity wildlires and more benefreind e wildiife,
The 5 d.i{m.lmlll\ht:v presented o the assessment aifferad Hrosn e ach Giler primarily in whether trees would bo o
grovps o singby, o what extens farge frees wontld beovwis how Jorest thineing and harvesting would be applied,
whether and hosy herbicidas woudd he ased, and e what extent forest roads swould he decommissioned. Presions pab-
o raview, resufting from letos 1o futerenied pasties, 5 poice in a loeal newspaper, and seided Geid wips w the prod.
et area, influeneed he contom of the assousmen, :

O 24 Apndd 2000 the Oila Forest supervisuy fssucd o Dheoiston of Notlee and Fioding of No Significant bapacC
that announced her intent 1o proceed with a modificd Alimetive 2. The decision notice summarized comments fom
abeut a deren purlies. Some of the comments obiected wothe proposed removal of Targe, obd pondesoss pline troes
{Pires pondwrosa).

i simmer Jf 2 the Resorve Ranger Disedo marked wees for autting,  Pabile oblection imtensified, primarily
beeaoss many of the marked teaes wers Tarpe ond old plues. The Catron Cousty {New Mexiony Citizens Croag com-
nissioned un mmnmi:nn |:un‘“w of the foporianes of large, ofd pines to W:Iuhh Theee covivonmental groups sulb-

TRt ~.|“|’1 arals m)lL oo b peapse, the LES ¥
the oviginal c‘m'mmnwlm.f s : Raogor District Qg !

O 15 Neavember 007 the Reserve : od reledad o rovisald snvironmenisl aasessment. r-‘. sinth aftoms
give had boen added; 8 resenmiblod she oviginadly prefored Alieenative 2 except tat no “velow pines” would be ot
(Hark of ponderosa pine poes taps Tom d*u‘ﬁ-c m w-:lh.\-' i imry TN [?iﬂs’.‘&i 1 L wn‘ wE A lum w.\iim\ ummllv
when they rench HIO-TM) vears ald {R O ! ]

Oy 29 Janwary 2003 e GHo P orest «:muw'«w Tsann d :mu!lm “Deti sion Nottee s Fin(‘iing of Mo Sisieant
Tyt that dedenzified Alternative 6 of e yevised sspossment s the prefersed wotion, The deekston notos spee
Fihere will b s Rt"'w Iirnh‘-"&ir'we E"m' e et bt ok veliow-barked pondeross }an' will he el i
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lazally pry . The purpse of BEEA 18 o discloe bipacts. ot stop projects. Fablio objection often s oeoessary
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